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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER ee 


icans checked into the Val- 
4 Jiley Forge Military Hospital, 

about 20 miles northwest of 
ere, then fell exhausted into 


d an Army civilia 


ce feel great,” said Miss Har! 
expressed wonder 


ert, 25, of Menlo Park, Calif., 
+t, ; ho came home in’ time for 
ical advances. during their imJ|4 Christmas time birthday]. 
| prisonment by the Chae delebration. She had been held 
a early four years following 
her capture on a yacht off the 
Mainland in 1968. “It was a 
fne trip and I’m glad to be 
Home,” she said. 
Fecteau, of Lynn, Mass., said 
q\he was “very happy” ‘after 
dlighting from a helicopter on 
fhe grounds of the hospital. 
Doctors, delaying a physical 
es,” sald Co dxamination until. ‘Wednesday, 
qaid the two were tired but 
dillwere “in very, _Bood physical 
¢ondition.” 
Johnson said it was not 
nown how Idng the two would 
emain at the hospital but that 
Miss Harbert probably would|: 
be released first.” 
“Fecteau will ‘stay some 
ime,” Johnson said of the 43- 
year-old Army civilian em- 


ie moon yet?” Mary An 
Harbert asked during the 2 
hour, 10,000-thile flight. tha 
brought her and Richi 

Fecteau to the “Oh ‘5 
following their release M 
day in Hong Kong hv the 
Chinese Reds. 
“T told her 

Ww 


moon. 

Johnson, . who accompanied 
them halfway around th 
-world, said Miss Harbert told 


he he Washington post 
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tured while sailing in Chinese 
waters north of Hong Kong 
on April21, 1968. 

The Chinese announced in 
releasing Miss Harbert that 
her yachting companion, Ger- 
ald Ross McLaughlin, commit- 
ted suicide on March 7, 1969. 

Johnson _said during the 
stopover at Honolulu that Miss 
Harbert learned through a 
newspaper story of McLaugh- 
lin’s death. He said she made 
no comment. 

Miss Harbert and Fecteau 
arrived at the hospital at 5:40 
a.m, after a short helicopter 
flight from McGuire Air Force 
Base, N.J., their first. main- 
land U.S. stop after boarding 
a’ U.S: Air Force C-141 at 
Hong Kong. 

Newsmen were not permit- 
ted to talk to them, although 
one reporter managed to get 
close enough to exchange a 
few words. 

Johnson and Alan Romberg, 
a State Department official, 
said the pair had requested 
that newsmen not be permit- 


bloyee who along with John 
',; Downey, 41, of New Britain, 
‘onn., was aboard a plane 
hot down on a flight from 


him “I really don’t know, 
hadn't heard about it. Man} 
people: in China don’t kno 
that. The last thing we kne 


p he. ‘Korean War. 
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ted to question them. 

They said there were no 
plans to debrief them and 
that they could speak to the 


ip|Papan to Korea in 1952 during/press anytime they liked. 


“But,” Johnson said, 
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* talk rn his janis right ‘ 
now. He has developed a mech- 
anism to handle his surround- 
ings after being shut away for 
19 years, coming out into a 
different culture. 

“J think he’ll be here a while 
getting adjusted,” Johnson 
said, adding, “Fecteau has 
spent a lot of time in solitary 

confinement. 

“T think it is going to take 
time for him to accept people 
as friends. Someone mentioned 
to him that his brother wants 
to see him and he questioned 
whether that might be some 
sort of trick.” 

He described Fecteau as 
withdrawn and cautious. 

Johnson said Miss Harbert 
was lively and outgoing. He 
said the young woman, who. 
spoke by phone with her par- 
ents upon her arrival at the 
hospital and then later posed 
for pictures, “will be much 
more willing to talk and much 
sooner” than Fecteau. Johnson 
said Fecteau spoke little of 
his imprisonment. 

“He told me he spent a lot 
of time alone. He mentioned 


eit 
$8 Harbert, who will cele-|will be a long time, if ever, 


small walls and very small 
windows. He told me, ‘Where 
I was I didn’t get a chance 
to see much sky at all.’” 


